
Additional responses regarding ELC Deferrals, by 

local authority. 
 
Angus 
 
Please find a link to the information we publish regarding deferrals: 

https://www.angus.gov.uk/schools_and_young_people/early_learning_and_childcare

/accessing_an_additional_year_of_funded_elc 

We are one of the pilot authorities, so this has been in place for a couple of years.  

 

City of Edinburgh 

Whilst all parents will be entitled to an additional year of funding from August 2023, 

the City of Edinburgh Council brought this change in from August 2022. Our website 

contain information on how parents can apply for a deferral. Defer entry to P1 – The 

City of Edinburgh Council 

 

North Ayrshire 

• where is this information published on your website; and 
 
Primary school enrolment (north-ayrshire.gov.uk) 
Delayed and early school entry (north-ayrshire.gov.uk) 
 
• whether you have put in place any measures to ensure that parents and 

guardians who wish to access this provision can do so. 
 
All school and early years establishments have been made aware of this change and 
have shared this information with parents and carers.  
 
 
North Lanarkshire 
 
I refer to your recent email in regard to early learning and funded childcare deferrals. 

I can confirm that North Lanarkshire Councils website has been updated in regard to 

deferrals, specifically in relation to the changes in legislation and the availability of 

funded provision for those children deferring.  Please find below a link to the website. 

Deferred entry to primary school - updated guidance for session 2023-2024 | North 

Lanarkshire Council 

This information has been shared with all ELC settings – local authority and partner 

providers, allowing them to respond to parent/carer enquires.  Also, officers met with 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.angus.gov.uk%2Fschools_and_young_people%2Fearly_learning_and_childcare%2Faccessing_an_additional_year_of_funded_elc&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40parliament.scot%7C1fc82fa36cd84a2dfea108daf88e1e3e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638095586547249318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cc4Zojt45yROMdkKRs1K3M%2BVpZzwi%2B%2BA%2F9X31e9jtVc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.angus.gov.uk%2Fschools_and_young_people%2Fearly_learning_and_childcare%2Faccessing_an_additional_year_of_funded_elc&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40parliament.scot%7C1fc82fa36cd84a2dfea108daf88e1e3e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638095586547249318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cc4Zojt45yROMdkKRs1K3M%2BVpZzwi%2B%2BA%2F9X31e9jtVc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edinburgh.gov.uk%2Fnurseries-childcare%2Fdefer-entry-p1&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cf76b8381717e44182ca608dafb0a35d8%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638098318532780000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D%2FyD6cqptGssLabalu9YqlrxOS78XqYcqU%2ByLzyp7ug%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edinburgh.gov.uk%2Fnurseries-childcare%2Fdefer-entry-p1&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cf76b8381717e44182ca608dafb0a35d8%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638098318532780000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D%2FyD6cqptGssLabalu9YqlrxOS78XqYcqU%2ByLzyp7ug%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.north-ayrshire.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-learning%2Fadmissions-and-enrolment%2Fprimary-school-enrolment.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40parliament.scot%7C39aff4d8e7cc486beb3b08dafa036a35%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097189848359128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=axE04wua9d%2BYJfNDLIJtQVrs7zwTp%2BXiXL%2BG4YLUuhw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.north-ayrshire.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-learning%2Fadmissions-and-enrolment%2Fdelayed-and-early-school-entry.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40parliament.scot%7C39aff4d8e7cc486beb3b08dafa036a35%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097189848515371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=21%2FHQ7XtzRruNcgAngQ4jpoN%2FFSyopuZiv290T1uyyA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlanarkshire.gov.uk%2Fschools-and-learning%2Fearly-learning-and-childcare%2Fdeferred-entry-primary-school-updated-guidance-session-2023-2024&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Davidson%40parliament.scot%7C042dcb80791544c728a808dafa364050%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097408232265710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NlroAHp81MhWL63P%2BP6zTnp7TTX%2FO0oVD1hBvv3v0tU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlanarkshire.gov.uk%2Fschools-and-learning%2Fearly-learning-and-childcare%2Fdeferred-entry-primary-school-updated-guidance-session-2023-2024&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Davidson%40parliament.scot%7C042dcb80791544c728a808dafa364050%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097408232265710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NlroAHp81MhWL63P%2BP6zTnp7TTX%2FO0oVD1hBvv3v0tU%3D&reserved=0


a representative of the Give Them Time campaign to keep them updated on the 

website changes. 

Orkney 
 
With reference to your email (1-12-22) and in response to the specific questions 

relating to published information confirming that from August 2023 children who will 

turn 5 between 2nd day of the school year in August and the end of February, are 

entitled to funded childcare should their parents or guardians wish to defer their entry 

to primary one, please note the following: 

• ‘where is this information published on your website’;  
 

The focus for the Orkney ELC Team, up to the end of 2022, was to include 

discussion of the change at setting level (with our ELC registered managers 

including the changes in the usual discussions they have with parents); with 

the start of 2023, and with registration for ELC and P1 in mind, information is 

now circulating on our ELC Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/ELCOrkney/ 

This links directly to the parent club information: 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/can-my-child-defer-starting-school 

Furthermore, in readiness for the local ‘registration week’ (17-2-23 to 24-2-23) 

the Council website is being updated. Once updated the web page will carry 

the relevant information, the link meantime is as follows: 

https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/P/Early-Learning-and-

Childcare.htm#:~:text=Registration%20for%20funded%20early%20learning,%

40orkney.gov.uk 

• ‘whether you have put in place any measures to ensure that parents and 
guardians who wish to access this provision can do so’. 
 

We have been working to assess whether or not we have capacity to meet all 

the potential needs associated with the policy change (in particular assessing 

the budget implications for 2023/2024). At the current time we believe that our 

settings have (subject to being able to fill all vacant posts) the capacity to 

meet parental requests for deferred entry. 

 
West Lothian 
 
West Lothian Council formally updated its policy on funding an additional year of 

early learning and childcare on 22 November 2022 (copy report attached.  West 

Lothian Council anticipated the introduction of the new legislation, and practice has 

been to grant access to funded ELC for those eligible to defer entry to P1 since 

August 2021, within the discretion allowed by the previous policy. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FELCOrkney%2F&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cb22092e06bdc46b9c2aa08dafdee386e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638101496848213954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cNyRlMAqxT4lcEMDYxM5fmpMRywi7NfBXcVJybUxDr0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentclub.scot%2Farticles%2Fcan-my-child-defer-starting-school&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cb22092e06bdc46b9c2aa08dafdee386e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638101496848213954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s3L8o10Q7CEjt5P8EQVFu6yjSSXXk44IlVOMilFcQyM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.orkney.gov.uk%2FService-Directory%2FP%2FEarly-Learning-and-Childcare.htm%23%3A~%3Atext%3DRegistration%2520for%2520funded%2520early%2520learning%2C%2540orkney.gov.uk&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cb22092e06bdc46b9c2aa08dafdee386e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638101496848213954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yh278uNsYJRwqrkN%2F2i840VafK4fuBOqxD8uHGzEiJM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.orkney.gov.uk%2FService-Directory%2FP%2FEarly-Learning-and-Childcare.htm%23%3A~%3Atext%3DRegistration%2520for%2520funded%2520early%2520learning%2C%2540orkney.gov.uk&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cb22092e06bdc46b9c2aa08dafdee386e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638101496848213954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yh278uNsYJRwqrkN%2F2i840VafK4fuBOqxD8uHGzEiJM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.orkney.gov.uk%2FService-Directory%2FP%2FEarly-Learning-and-Childcare.htm%23%3A~%3Atext%3DRegistration%2520for%2520funded%2520early%2520learning%2C%2540orkney.gov.uk&data=05%7C01%7CECYP.committee%40Parliament.Scot%7Cb22092e06bdc46b9c2aa08dafdee386e%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638101496848213954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yh278uNsYJRwqrkN%2F2i840VafK4fuBOqxD8uHGzEiJM%3D&reserved=0


The policy statement is available online ELC Additional Year (Or Deferral of P1) 

Policy and Procedure - West Lothian Council as is further detail of the application 

process Apply for nursery and school places - West Lothian Council 

 
 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westlothian.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F76480%2FELC-Additional-Year-Or-Deferral-of-P1-Policy-and-Procedure&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Davidson%40parliament.scot%7Cf68b4a1a258c471f469208dafa1e242f%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097305536226578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rrOE7ninjraDqL3xwTZtOZLMM0vKs8isEUHrzO2eUrQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westlothian.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F76480%2FELC-Additional-Year-Or-Deferral-of-P1-Policy-and-Procedure&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Davidson%40parliament.scot%7Cf68b4a1a258c471f469208dafa1e242f%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097305536226578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rrOE7ninjraDqL3xwTZtOZLMM0vKs8isEUHrzO2eUrQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westlothian.gov.uk%2Fapply-for-pre-school-and-school-places&data=05%7C01%7CJane.Davidson%40parliament.scot%7Cf68b4a1a258c471f469208dafa1e242f%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C638097305536226578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWIH13F5YJDgJT2BBv6eX3Y6Dk9ClgX0ie1WOukrmdo%3D&reserved=0

